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OPENING HYMN: “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” LSB #394, vv. 1-2, 4-5

Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise,
Manifested by the star
To the sages from afar,
Branch of royal David's stem
In Thy birth at Bethlehem:
Anthems be to Thee addressed,
God in man, made manifest.

Manifest at Jordan's stream,
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;
And at Cana wedding guest
In Thy Godhead manifest;
Manifest in pow'r divine,
Changing water into wine;
Anthems be to Thee addressed,
God in man, made manifest.

Sun and moon shall darkened be,
Stars shall fall, the heav'ns shall flee;
Christ will then like lightning shine,
All will see His glorious sign;

All will then the trumpet hear,

All will see the Judge appear;
Thou by all wilt be confessed,
God in man, made manifest.

Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord,
Present in Thy holy Word-
Grace to imitate Thee now

And be pure, as pure art Thou;
That we might become like Thee
At Thy great epiphany
And may praise Thee, ever blest,
God in man, made manifest.

CONFESSION/ABSOLUTION
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.
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Pastor: Paul reminds us in Romans: any other commandment, are summed up in this

word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” For the times we have forgotten to follow and
keep our Lord’s commandment, and hurt those around us and ourselves, and for all other times
and actions of sin that has led us to fall away from the Lord, let us confess ourselves to our
Heavenly Father.

Pastor: Heavenly Father, we confess,

People: that we have sinned in many ways, often in ways that hurt us and others. For
these sins and all other sins that we have committed, we are sorry and ask for the
forgiveness of Christ.

Pastor: God has heard our pleas for mercy and for the sake of Christ, has forgiven us all our
sins. As a called and ordained servant of God’s Word, | announce His grace to you this day, that
your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE: “Christ, the Life of All the Living” LSB #420, vv. 1, 6-7

Christ, the Life of all the living,
Christ, the death of death, our foe,
Who, Thyself for me once giving
To the darkest depths of woe:
Through thy suff'rings, death, and merit
| eternal life inherit.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Thou hast suffered great affliction
And hast borne it patiently,
Even death by crucifixion,
Fully to atone for me;

Thou didst choose to be tormented
That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be,

Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Then, for all that wrought my pardon,
For Thy sorrows deep and sore,
For Thine anguish in the Garden,
| will thank Thee evermore,
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing,
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry,
And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: Let us pray: Dear Heavenly Father, we praise your name and ask that in this hour of
meditation upon your word you may guide us back to you, and may we be reminded to love

others just as you have loved us first. May your word continue to nourish and strengthen our
faith. In Jesus’ name we pray.

People: Amen.



FIRST READING: Jeremiah 30:17-18

For | will restore health to you, and your wounds | will heal, declares the Lord, because they
have called you an outcast: ‘It is Zion, for whom no one cares!” “Thus says the Lord: Behold, |
will restore the fortunes of the tents of Jacob and have compassion on his dwellings; the city
shall be rebuilt on its mound, and the palace shall stand where it used to be.

Congregation: Glory to You O, Lord.

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-10

Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the
law. For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall
not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the
fulfilling of the law.

Congregation: Glory to You O, Lord.

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he
said,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,;
make his paths straight.”

Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food

was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan
were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their

sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in
keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our
father,’ for | tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now
the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire.

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than |, whose
sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Congregation: Praise to You O, Christ.
Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.



He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God

the Father almighty.

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” LSB #423

Jesus, refuge of the weary,
Blest Redeemer, whom we love,
Fountain in life's desert dreary,
Savior from the world above:
Often have Your eyes, offended,
Gazed upon the sinner's fall;
Yet upon the cross extended,
You have borne the pain of all.

Do we pass that cross unheeding,
Breathing no repentant vow,
Though we see You wounded, bleeding,
See Your thorn-encircled brow?

Yet Your sinless death has brought us
Life eternal, peace, and rest;

Only what Your grace hath taught us
Calms the sinner's deep distress.

Jesus, may our hearts be burning
With more fervent love for You;
May our eyes be ever turning
To behold Your cross anew
Till in glory, parted never
From the blessed Savior's side,
Graven in our hearts forever,
Dwell the cross, the Crucified.

SERMON Pastor Jesus Morales
“Locusts and Honey: Week Three”

OFFERING/PRAYER CARDS - The offering plate is located on the rear table for you to place
your offering in as you enter or leave church. When the offering is received, an usher will
bring it forward, along with any prayer cards, to the altar. If you have any prayers to
include, please pass them to the usher as they come forward. For those who are
worshipping at home, you may continue to mail your offerings to the church office, Christ Our
Savior Lutheran Church, 0S501 Summit Drive, Winfield, IL 60190. Thank you!



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray:

Lord of all nations, Your Son became flesh to enlighten a world darkened by sin with His grace.
Visit us with His gifts of forgiveness and life, that our way may be glorious with His salvation.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty Lord, Your Son’s cross and crucifixion is folly to the world, but it is the source of
repentance and forgiveness for all His elect. Preserve the preaching of the cross in our midst,
that from this life-giving tree we would continue to receive Your faith-preserving gifts.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty God, You have called us to be united in the same mind and judgment in the name of
our Lord, Jesus Christ. Preserve us from divisions and quarreling wrought by false teaching and
cults of personality, and fix our eyes on the Word of the cross.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son as the Savior of the world, that all the families of the
nations might worship before You. Bless the families of this congregation with Your grace and
protection, that they might remember You in both joy and trouble and worship before You
forevermore.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Lord, all kingship belongs to You. Rule over the nations for the good of Your people, that we
might live in peace.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy God, Your Son welcomed the sick, the afflicted and those oppressed by demons and
healed them. Have mercy upon all whom we bring before You in prayer, [especially

,] and deliver them according to Your gracious will.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty God, the name of Your Son spread everywhere as people witnessed His miracles and
wonders. As He has wondrously saved us from sin and death, so open our mouths to speak of
Him to all who will hear.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of Your dear Son,
Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw
strength from His ascension before You, where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest.
Gather us together from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast
of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and
preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in Heaven. Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done;
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



BENEDICTION

Pastor: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make His face to shine on you and
be gracious unto you. May the Lord look upon you with favor, and give you peace.

People: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: “The King of Love, My Shepherd Is” LSB# 709 vv. 1,2,3

The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never
I nothing lack if | am His, and He is mine forever.

Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul He leadeth
And, where the verdant pastures grown, with food celestial feedeth.

Perverse and foolish oft | strayed, but yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid, and home rejoicing brought me.

Church
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THE 2022 OFFERING FINANCIAL STATEMENTS ARE READY AND LOCATED ON THE
BACK TABLE. Please take yours home with you today!

THE OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2023 ARE READY TO BE PICKED UP! Please stop by
the table on your way out of church to pick up your Offering envelopes for 2023. They are in
alphabetical order. For those of you who are worshipping from home, or are unable to pick
them up soon, please call the church office at 630-665-5110 to request that they be mailed to
you. Thank you!

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR SUNDAY 9 AM SERVICE TO HELP WITH
AUDIO/VISUALS! Now that we have an advanced audio-visual system in place to offer high-
end, quality livestreaming of our services, we could use more volunteers to help with various
tasks, such as camera operations, audio monitoring and slide production and projection for
Sunday services. Training will be provided! Interested? Please see Pastor Jesus for more
information.

THE 2023 FLOWER CHART IS NOW ON THE NARTHEX BULLETIN
BOARD! REMEMBER TO SIGN UP FOR ALTAR FLOWERS AS A
REMEMBRANCE OR ON SPECIAL OCCASIONS - If you would like to
place flowers on the altar to mark a special occasion or give Glory to
God, there’s a sign-up calendar on the bulletin board in the church
entrance to reserve a date. Just sign your name, date and occasion —
and take an envelope for payment of $30 per Sunday, with checks payable to The Altar Guild.
Flowers are yours to take home after the service.




CONGREGATIONAL PRAYERS - Please pray for the following individuals who are in need of
your prayers:

Healing or receiving medical treatment:

Bill and June DuBois

Donna Klomhaus

Pat Gengler

Anne Rumchaks and Joey Basile, Susan Mosteller’s friends
Al Arbeiter

Dawn Ziemer

Dave Larson

Monica, Mary Larson’s sister

Jeff, Rebecca and Joshua Lasky

In the military:
Randy, nephew of Susan Mosteller

And all cherished members who are currently shut in or resting at home.

PASTOR JESUS IS NOW HOLDING A NEW MEMBER CLASS FOR THOSE INDIVIDUALS
WHO ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING CHRIST OUR SAVIOR. The class currently meets at
church on Friday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 pm, and it features a 12-week course titled “God
Connects.” It helps to answer questions such as, Why Jesus?... Why the Bible? ...Who is the
Holy Spirit?, as well as provide valuable information about our church doctrine and the Christian
life. If you are interested in becoming a member, please see Pastor Jesus and he will give you
more information about joining this class, or tell you when the next class may be scheduled.
Note: if you are transferring membership from another LCMS church, your attendance at this
class is not mandatory, but would be a great refresher and chance to have your questions
answered! Pastor Jesus will be very happy to facilitate the transfer for you.

VOLUNTEERS FOR SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP AFTER THE 9 AM SERVICE ARE NEEDED!
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HAS HELPED TO BRING TREATS! If you would like to
help with our fellowship of coffee and treats on Sunday morning after our 9 am service, we
would love to have you bring a treat for our members! The coffee and water are provided, but
we need volunteers who can provide a sweet treat (coffee cake, cookies, muffins, breads, etc.)
to share with everyone. Interested? There’s a sign-up sheet on the back table where you can
sign up for the date you want to help. Thank you!!

PLEASE NOTE PASTOR JESUS’ CONTACT INFORMATION — Pastor Jesus is available to
minister to our congregation’s needs at any time and welcomes the opportunity to serve you. He
is available 24/7 to provide pastoral care, prayer, or information. He also makes congregation
home visits or visits members in the hospital or nursing facility, or administers Holy Communion
at home. If you have a need or want to request a visit, please contact him at 1-630-518-1517 or
jesusmorales466@yahoo.com.
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WITH WINTER HERE — OUR BLESSING BOX CONTINUES TO BE A BLESSING TO OUR
COMMUNITY! If you are able, please consider picking up a few items during your regular
shopping trips to help those less fortunate and dropping off items for our Blessing Box. The
most needed items currently include boxed cereals, all kinds of paper products, disposable baby
diapers, feminine products, personal care items, and detergents and sanitizers. Non-perishable
food items, including pasta, rice, beans, baking items, tuna, canned meats and sauce are also
appreciated. Now that winter is here, gloves, mittens, socks and hats can also make a
difference. Please keep in mind that during extreme temperatures, freezing may occur. Cash
contributions are also welcome. Thank you all for your generosity and support!

OUR BENEVOLENT FUND provides confidential emergency assistance to members who are in
need of financial, spiritual or other temporary support, such as housing assistance, help paying
for medical or prescription expenses, or help during hard times due to lack of employment.
Please contact Pastor Jesus in person to discuss your needs, or you may contact him by phone
at 1-630-518-1517.

PLEASE NOTE OUR SPECIAL FUNDS ARE CONTINUING IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP.
We thank our members for their generosity in supporting our various special funds that are
helping us in our ministry at Christ Our Savior. Donations in any amount are gratefully accepted
— just indicate the fund and the amount of your donation on your check or offering envelope
when you place it in the offering plate. The funds include: PARSONAGE FUND, PARKING LOT
FUND, BLESSING BOX FUND and BENEVOLENT FUND. We sincerely appreciate your
support and generosity!

REMEMBER TO BRING IN YOUR POP TABS FOR RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE! The
aluminum tabs you pull to open soda, soup and other cans are recycled by United Scrap Metal,
who buys the pop tabs at a market rate and makes an additional contribution to Ronald
McDonald House. There’s a large collection bottle on the back table for your convenience.
Thanks so much for your help in collecting tabs and making a big difference!

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT PRAYER CARDS ARE LOCATED IN THE CHURCH PEWS
AND CAN BE USED FOR PRAYERS ON SUNDAY MORNING. An usher will collect these
cards during the service, and they will be presented to Pastor Jesus during our offering, when
they will be added to our congregation prayers. If you would like a prayer shared with all
members via email or on the “Prayer Corner” church website, contact Deb Odefey (1-630-209-
9918) for the “Prayer Chain” and she will make sure your prayer request is communicated to our
church family.



